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THE author” pow in com bil. 


ing the following Enchiridion, 
was to 2 into the hands of y of 
ros, ſomething that might to 
allure them to the love of read- 
ing, and alſo aſſiſt their early 
inguiries into thi ng appertain- 
ing to uſeful knowledge. 


How far his feeble endeayours | 


be adapted to the 9e, ts 
A itted to the ech en of fuck 
parents and others who have the 
care of children, as may conde- 
ſcend to peruſe the trifung Her. 
2 


A 


N 
| 


= PREFACE. 

To entertain has young read- 
ers with a familiar relation of 
| remarkable events, in a manner 
| adapted to the comprehenfion of 
| therr 14eas; a COMMENCES 
in a /tyle 0 hnplicts intelligi- 
| -ble, he preſumes, to _ dawnings 
| 'of 1 But to _ 
| the diſadvantage which, in his 
| apprehenfion,) many Juftain..\by 


too long a confinement to a low 


= phraſcology, ſimilar to the dia- 


duaʒœ 


lect o 1 the nurſery, he has gra- 

lly elevated the. ftyle, yet en- 
e % to mod fy the ex- 
| preſſion as to be cafily underſtood. 
| Neverthelefs.fie holds it not neceſ 
| ery to confine to ſuch words,.as. 


| chaldren.may be ſuppoſed. in ge- 
nerad to be I Wide wt. 


PREFACE.” 111 
thinks that with the improvement 
of their ideas an addition ſhould 

e made to ther flock of words, 
to facilitate their progreſs both 
in reading and e e e In 
reſpect to fuch words as they are 
unacguainted with, he refers 
them to E Dith- 
onary, for their cation, 
AP a tend fo bears them 
in orthography, at the ſame time 
as ut informs their judgment. 


Diffident of his abilities as an 
author (a character he has never | 


before appeared in), he thinks 


it prudent at firſt to offer only a 


mall portion as a ſpectmen ; but | 


ſhould it be found calculated to 
anſwer the end propoſed, he in- 


| 


tends a fans hroſecution of | 


the work. A2 


-- 


iv PREFACE. 

Bidding adieu for the pre- 
| ſent. he fub Th Aimſelf a 
| friend to the Tifing genera- 


tion. 
1 


School maſter at Ipſwich. 
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ADAM was the firſt man in 
the wotld, and Eve his 
wife was the firſt woman, and 
the Almighty made them both. 
Adam was made firſt of the 
duſt of the ground, and Eve 
was made of one of Adam's | 
ribs taken out of his hdewhillt | 
he was aſleep; and the Almithe |} 
AE | 
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ty, who made heavenand earth 
and all that inhabit them, cauſ- 
ed the earth to bring forth 
great variety of fruits for Adam 
and Eve tocat; as apples, pears, 
plums, cherries, grapes, and 
apricots ; nectarines, peaches, 
| walnuts, filberts, almonds and 
raiſins, oranges, citrons, and 
every kind of fruit, with all 


WW ſweet ſpices; and they lived 
| { in the Garden of Eden, which 
| vas a delightful garden in- 
= deed! adorned with fragrant 

flowers, beautiful ſhrubs, and 
ſhady trees, with birds ſinging 
among the branches, ſquirrels, 
E magpies, and monkeys were 
nimbly ſkipping from tree to 
tree, and grasſhoppers ſport- 
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| 
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ing in the buſhes: and there 
was a river to water the gar- 
den, to'make the trees grow 


and bear fruit, and the flow- | 


ers to bloſſom and to bring up 
the green peas and young ra- 


diſhes. And Adam and Eve 
had every thing they could 

Ge God was their 
friend; and if we be good he | 


deſire : 


will be our friend too, and let 
us want for nothing. F 
Now becauſe it is good for 


us to work, the Almighty made 
Adam a gardener, and Eve his 


wife helped him, to keep the 

arden in good order, to prune 
the trees, to tie up the flowers 
and gather the ſeeds, and the 


had permiſſion to eat accor 


| 


1 


| 
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ing to their liking, of all the 
fruits 1n the garden ; one tree 
only excepted, which the Al- 
mighty commanded them not 
to eat of, becauſe it was not 
good for them, (and to be ſure 
they had enough without it). 
And while they kept the com- 
mand, all things were pleaſant 
about them, they loved one 
another and loved the Almigh- 
ty who made them, and lived 
in tranquillity and peace. 
Adam and Eve before their 
tranſgreſſion went naked, and 
their perfect innocency pro- 
tected them from ſhame; but 
| the veil of innocency 0M 


caſt off, they were aſhame 


WI of their nakedneſs, and ſfew- 


1 
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ed fig-leaves together to make 
aprons; but for a more com- 
' plete covering, the Almi;hty | 
Furniſhed them with coats of | 
ſkins: But there was an evil ſpi- 
rit in the garden, who, behold- 
ing their happineſs, conceiv- 
ed great enmity againſt them, | 
and fought their deſtruction, 
and watching a fit opportunity, 
he perſuaded the woman to 
eat of the forbidden fruit, tel- | 
ling her ſhe might ſafely eat of 
it, that it was good and would 
not hurt her; ſo ſhe hearkened 
to him, though he told her lies, 
and took bis wicked counſel, 
(for indeed that is all wicked 
counſel that is contrary to | 


ñ—uwk—— — — — 1 * — — — 
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God's command), and eat of 
the fruit herſelf ; ſhe alſo pre- 
vailed with her huſband to 
taſte of it; whereupon the Al- 
mighty was greatly diſpleaſed 
with them, and turned them 
out of that delightful ſituation, 
where they had lived in ſo 
much pleaſure and happineſs, 
into the open world, where 
they were expoſed to grief, 
trouble, and all kinds of evil. 
 AGREEABLE to the deſign 
of the Almighty in creating 
man to dwell upon the earth, 
which he had formed for his 
habitation, Eve became a mo- 
ther of children; her firſt-born 
being a ſon, ſhe gave him the 
name of Cain; and the next 
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joyful birth producing another 
ſon, he was called Abel. Now 
it is obſervable of theſe two 
brothers, (the firſt iſſue of the | 
human race), that they inherit- | 
ed different ea aies and 
this diverſity of diſpoſition by 
the wiſe wats” At of Nature, has 
been tranſmitted from age to 
age and is made ſubvervient 
to the general good, ſtrength- 
ening the bond of civil ſocie- 
ty, and making one man uſe- 
ful to another. | 
Cain applied himſelf to the 
healthy employment of culti- 
vating the ground in its primi- 
tive ſtate of fertility, Lew , 
what we now call a huſband- 
man or farmer. And Abel in- 


. 
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clined to keeping ſheep, uſe- 
ful ity nr both : the far- 


mer by his induſtry provides 
for the ſubſiſtence of both man 
and beaſt, furniſhing from the 
plenteous produce of his well- 
cultivated fields, herbage for 
cattle, and corn for the uſe of 
man ; ſo that as Solomon ob- 
ſerves, even © the king is ſerv- 
ed by the field,” nor 1s the 
watchful ſhepherd's employ- 
ment to be lightly eſteemed, 
he leadeth forth his flock in 


che morning to freſh paſtures, 


and, at night, attended by his 
truſty dog, gathers them to- 

ether and foldeth them in 
Ney. Ihe profitable ſheep 
when well fed, amply repay 


of 
- * 
r 
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the ſhepherd's care, by a ſup- 
ply of mutton -and lamb for” 
our tables, and being annually 
ſhorn of their ſhaggy fleeces, 
we thence procure wool for 
our clothing. 
IT — be deviating too 
| widely from our qe ſub- 
ject to fully deſcribe the pro- 
ceſs, the wool paſſes through 
between the e on the 
ſheep's back, and the garment, 
completed by the hand of 'the 
taylor; in the various branches 
of combing, ſpinning, weav- | 
ing, &c. &c. wherein are em- 
ployed men, women, and 
children, from the firſt ſtate of 
capability in youth, to decre- 
pit old age. Boys and girls | 
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14 
trained up in habits of induſ- 
try, contributing their early 


ſcanty ſubſiſtence for the day, 
cheerfully purſuing their re- 
ſpective employments, in tat- 
tered garments, often inſuffi- 
cient either to guard their na- 


tive modeſty or protect them 


from the injuries of theweather; 
bare-headed and bare-footed ; 


or, if a decent pride touches 


their untaught minds, apply- 
ing their induſtrious hands 10 


the wheel to draw from the 
Imooth-: comb d lock the {lender 


thread, after finithing the taſk 
aſſigneckthem; laying by their 
extra-catinings, to purchaſe a 


tew. nes, + pegs fora holiday 


- 
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appearance. "Theſe remarks 
may furniſh a uſeful hint to 
ſome of our readers (who un- 
acquainted with the hardſhips 
of the laborious poor), eat 
bread which they have never 
earned, and wear apparel they 
have not wrought for, obtain- 
ing.new clothes perhaps oftner 
than. the year. Let them be 
grateful for the. bleſſings my 
enjoy, and ſympathize” wit 
thoſe whom Providence has 
placed in inferior ſtations. 
Ap Cain and Abel, brought 
each of them an offering unto 


the Lord as atoken of worſhip; 


and an acknowledgment of 
their dependence upon his ſo- 
vereign bounty; that which 

B 2 ax, 


16 AN EPITOME. 
Cain offered was a portion of 
the fruits of the ground, and 
Abeloffered affe ling (che Erd 
lamb) of his flock, however 
it was neither the gilt nor the 

| pI ver that God regarded, but 
e ſincerity that —— 
the offerings, in which reſpect 
Abel's heart excelled 'Cain's; 
and the Lord reſpected Abel 
and accepted his — but 
Cain was rejected and — of- 
fering deſpiſed, becauſe his 
heart was not right towards 
God; hereupon Gain was of- 
fended even to wrath, and 
conceived evil in his heart a. 
gainſt Abel, which the Almigh- 
ty obſerving, aſked him what 
reaſon he had to be angry? 


_— — 


E 
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ſeeing, if he did well, (if he 
acted uprightly), he alſo would 
be accepted, and if not, the fin 
lay at his own door: notwith- 
ſtanding this juſt and gentle 
remonſtrance, Cain yielded to 

his angry paſſion, and one day 
as they were together in the 
field, he lifted up his hand a- 
gainſt Abel his brother and 
flew him, when no man was 
preſent to behold the inhuman 
tragedy : but God who look- 
eth down from heaven” and 
ſecth all that is tranſacted up- 
on the earth, ſuffered not the 
murderer to c{cape the venge- 
ance due: ſuddenly: his aw- 
ful voice pierced the ears of 
Cain with this alarming enqui- 

B 3 | 


| 
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ry where is Abel thy bro- 
ther?“ Cain, terrihed at the 
voice, and not daring to make 
confeſſion of bis guilt, at- 
tempted to conceal it with a 
he; but quickly found, as in- 
deed all do ſooner or later, 
who vainly fly to it for ſhelter, 
that falſehood is a decentful re- 
fuge; for ſhould any (which 
1s rarely the caſe) thereby a- 
void the diſcovery of man, it is 
impoſſible to eſcape the all- ſee· 
ing eye of God. 


Not a word can we utter, 
Not a thougl it can conceive, 
Not an action perform, 


But God can perceive. 


* I xxow not” replied Cain, 
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“ am I my brother's keeper ?" 

Tux righteous Judge, the 
Avenger of innocent blood, 
then proceeded ; © What haſt 
thou done ? the voice of thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me 
from the ground, which hath 
opened her mouth to receive 
it at thy hand.” The curſe was 
inſtantly denounced upon 
Cain, he was expelled from 
the preſence of God; driven 
from his former reſidence and 
became an exile, a fugitive, 
and vagabond in the earth. 
The ground alſo, which, before 
he became a murderer, re- 
warded his labour with plen- 
teous increaſe, was now re- 
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{trained from yielding to him 
her fertile ſtrength. | 

Axio a fear ſeized his guilty 
ſoul leſt he ſhould be mur- 
dered himſelf; but God, to 
whom vengeance belongs, hav- 
ing taken the care into his 
own hands, and inflicted the 
condign puniſhment, was mer- 
cifully pleaſed to grant him a 
protection, leſt any finding him 
ſhould kill him. Cain thus ly- 


ing under ſentence of baniſh- 
= ment, ſome time after (but 
ho long is uncertain) went 


into the land of Nod, and hav- 
ing taken a wife ſhe conceiv- 


ed and brought forth a ſon, 


whoſe name was called Enoch, 


OF SACRED HISTORY. 21 
and N a city he named 
on. 


it after his 
ManxixDd were by this time 
multiplied upon the earth; but 
very different was their man- 
ner of living to ours; they 
flaughtered no animals for 
food, neither did they ferment 
the juice of the grape for their 
drink, their regimen was fim- 
ple yet delicious, unadulter- 
ated by arts of cookery ; re- 
ga'ing each one according to 
is palate on fruits in genuine 
maturity, meliorated by the 
benignant ſun to the higheſt 
ſtate of perfection; and they 
quenched their thirſt with wa- 
ter from pure ſprings. Nature 
with liberal hand diſpenſing 
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freely to all, they wanted no 


money to buy with. - Thus 
living agreeable to the ſimpli- 


city of nature, theywere vigor- 
ous of body, ſtrong in their 


mental faculties, and attained 


to great age; Methuſelah, in 


articular, bein ears old 
— he died. red 13, 
Tur were quick of per- 
ception, and by that 3 
or 7 implanted in the 
mind of man, prompted to 
early diſcoveries, they were 
not 4 ignorant of the art of 
preparing metals from the na- 
tive. ore, and the forge and 
hammer were ſoon brought in- 
to uſe, with the bellows com- 
preſſing the liquid air, and 
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uring it forth in a current to 
low. up the fierce flame, in 
which hard iron and firm braſs 
rendered malleable, yield to 
the ſtroke, and are formed in- 
to various utenſils agreeable to 
the {kill and deſign of the ar- 
tiſicer: they alſo invented 
inſtruments of muſic, ſuch 
as the harp of enlivenin 
harmony, and the organ o 
folemn ſound, and advanced 
gradually in the ſcale of ſci- 
ence. | 
Bur being lovers of plea- 
ſure more than lovers of God, 
they regarded not his pre- 
cepts, they walked not in his 
ways, but followed their own 
hearts luſt, and fell into many 
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_evils, and wickedneſs ſpread 
hke a leproſy, to the utter cor- 
ruption of mankind; fo that 
their thoughts were evil con- 
tinually, and the earth was 
filled with violence. This u- 
ni verſal depravity was ſogriev- 8 
ous to the Almighty, that he 
determined to deſtroy man 
whom he had created from the 
face of the earth. 3 
HRE again, receding a lit- i 
tle from the line of hiſtory, 


we may reflect and ruminate ix 
on the aſtoniſhing alteration, ix 


the diſmal change, effected in I 
the world ſince the creation, 
by the diſobedience of man, 4 
whom God had dignihed with 
iuperiority over the beaſts of i 
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the earth, over the fowls of the 
air, and over the fiſhes of the 
ſea. A, 
Wurx the Creator of hea- 


ven and earth had taken a ſur- 
vey of all that he had made, 


be ſaw that every thing was 


good and he bleſſed the work 
of his hands! There was then 
no defect or diſorder in the 
whole creation: man in para- 
diſe, the beaſts in the held, 


the fowls in the air, the fiſhes 


in the water, and reptiles in 


; theaperturesof the 2 


agreeable to their reſpective 
natures, and the ſea flowing and 
ebbing in ſtated periods; the 
ſun, moon, and ſtars illuminat- 
ing the grand PT of hea- 
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ven; the ſucceſſion of day and 
night; the darkneſs of the even- 
ing, er mortals to reſt af- 
ter the buſineſs of the day, and 

the light of the morning, kind- 


| | led by the horizontal rays of the 
riſing ſun, inviting the induſ- 


trious from their ſlumbers to 
reſume their employ ments; 
the revolution of the ſeaſons ; 
ſpring ſpreading a green ver- 

ure over the fields, and decor- 
ating the groves and gardens 
with buds and bloſſoms; adapt- 
ing its mildneſs to the 2 
up a new progeny, the oft- 
ſpring of the flocks and herds, 
too feeble in early exiſtence to 
endure the ſeverity of winter, 


or to ſupport. the ſultry heat 


— 


ö 
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of the ſummer ſun. Summer | 


abounding with fruits in rich 
variety, maturing the differ- 
ent ſpecies in gradual ſucceſ- 
ſion; ripening firſt thoſe of a 
tender quality for preſent 
conſumption, then the more 
firm and durable kinds to be 
laid up in ſtore for future pro- 
viſion. Autumn hoſpitably o- 
pening the gates of harveſt, 
rewarding the hand of induſ- 
try with treaſures of ripened 
grain; nor is man the only 
gueſt invited to the banquet, 
the feaſt is open to creatures 


of every deſcription! Winter 


with ſable veſtments cloſing 
the year; kindly introducing 
a ſeaſon: of reſt to exhauſte 

nature, | 


a 
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ALL m harmonious concert 
proclaiming the power, wiſ⸗ 
dom and goodneſs of God. 


With ſounds melodious all creation rung, 
And ſongs of praiſe touch'd every angel's 
tongue. | 


is THz wickedneſs of the 
world having kindled the an- 
er of the Lord to deſtroy it, 
y bringing a flood of waters 
over the face of the earth, he 
condeſcended in mercy to 
communicate his intention to 
Noah, whom only he found 
righteous among men 1n that 
_ and by him to hold 
orth a warning to mankind, 
that they might repent and put 
away the evil of their doings 
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from 'before the eyes of the 
Lord, and thereby avert the 
deſtruction otherwiſe deter- 
mined againſt all fleſh. Inſtead 
of regarding the good man's 
monitions, they, bending their 
hearts to do wickedly, treated 
him with contempt and per- 
ſiſted in their ungodly ways, 
till the very day that Noah en- 


tered. into the ark. For ſo it 


pleaſed God to ordain for the 
preſervation of this righteous 
man and his family, that he 
ſhould build an ark in ſuch 
form and of ſuch materials, 
that upon the approach of the 
flood it ſhould be borne u 

and ride in ſafety upon the rit- 
ing wave. 1 

C3 
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Tu is floating habitation(ſup- 
_ to be the firſt that ever 

re burthen upon the wa- 
ters) was conſtructed of ſuch 
ſtrength and magnitude, as to 
accommodate not only Noah 
and his family, — Bi of 
himſelf and his wife and his 
three ſons Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth and their wives, the 
only ſurvivors of the human 
race, but (excepting fiſhes 
- whole abode is in the wa- 
ters) creatures of every de- 
ſcription, reſorting to man 
for ſhelter, were with him 
to find an aſylum in the ca- 
pacious ark; a male and a fe- 
male of each ſpecies, to propa- 
gate their ſeveral kinds, and 
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repleniſh the deſolate earth, 
when it ſhould again become 
habitable ; that no extinction 
ſhould take place, no blank 
be found in the creation. The 
days of warning granted by 
the Sovereign Lord of the 
univerſe, lengthened out to the 
period of an hundred years, 
expiring, unheeded by infatu- 
ated mortals; ſucceeded the 
commencement of deſolation. 
The heavens grew black with 
clouds, the fountains of the 
great deep were broken up, 
and the flood-gates of heaven 
were opened, pouring forth 

torrents of rain for the ſpace | 
of forty days without ceaſ- 
ing. 


| 
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92 
Tur rapid flood ſoon filled 


the vallies and hollow places 
| of the earth, then ruſhing im- 
pPetuoufly over the plains, 


drove the diſtracted inhabi- 
tants to the hills; but even 
thither, the waters purſued 
them, advancing to the height 
of fifteen cubits above the 
tops of the higheſt mountains 
ſpreading devaſtation to the 
utmoſt limits of the terreſtrial 
globe. Not an individual of 
the human race, nor a creature 
poſſeſſing the breath of life, 
(ſave thoſe formed by nature 
to exiſt in the watery element), 
but fell victims to its ravages; 
thoſe only eſcaped who by 
the ſpecial providence of God 
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were admitted into the ark: 
and ſuch was the effect of this 
"dreadful phenomenon as to 
ſubdue the nature of the fierc- 

eſt animals, harmoniſing them 
into ſubordination to Noah 
their common protector; from 
the moſt ſavage beaſts of the 
foreſt, whoſe very roarings are 
attended with terror, to the 
docile dog that fondly hcks 
the hand of his maſter, and | 
1 Kindly follows the children of | 

the family; from the feroci- 

ous eagle of the rock who in | 
her exalted flight, marks out 
the innocent 'lamb for her 
prey, ſnatches it in her ſpread- 
ing talons from the fide of its 
dam, and bears it bleating 
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through the air to her neſt; 
to the ſociable red breaſt upon 


the wall, who ſolicits the 


crumbs from the table. 


Tux juſtly offended Deity 


(whoſe compaſſion fails not) 
having effected his righteous 
purpole in the overthrow of a 
wicked world, now remem- 
bered Noah and his heteroge- 
neous houſhold, and cauſed 
the rains to ceaſe and the flood 
gradually to abate, ſo that at 
the expiration of an hundred 
and fifty days, the ark ground- 
ed on the top of mount Ararat 
in the country of Armenia; 
and the waters continuing to 
decreaſe, on the firſt day of 
the tenth month, the tops of 


% 
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the mountains were again ſeen, 
undoubtedlyia welcome fight 
to Noah; preſaging the ap- 
proaching termination of the 
deluge. Encouraged by the 


pleaſing proſpett, Noah open- 


ed the windoof the ark and 
put forth a raven, who glad 
with the opportunity of again 
exerciſing os wings in the e- 
therial ſpace, continued going 
out and returning till the wa- 
ters were dried up from off 
the earth: he alſo as a farther 
experiment put out a dove, 
who finding no reſt for the ſole 


of her foot returned; and being 


a tender bird, he put out his 
hand and took her into the 
ark again: ſeven days after 
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this, Noah fent forth the dove 
again, who returned in the e- 
vening with good tidings, bear- 
ing in her bill an olive-leaf, as 
a token of the waters being a- 
bated, though not enough ſo 
to induce her to relinquiſh her 
preſent reſidence: waiting ſe- 
ven days longer ; Noah put 
forth the dove a third time, 
when, finding better accom- 
modation, ſhe returned not 
again to the ark. 

In the fix hundredth year 
of Noah's life, on the ſeven- 
teenth dayof the ſecond month, 
in the year of the world, one 
thouſand, fax hundred, and fif- 
ty five, the deluge began; and 
on the firſt day of the firſt 
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month following, Noah ventur- 
ed to remove the covering of 


the ark, when he beheld with 


at pleaſure, that the waters 


ad retreated to their proper 


channels, and by the twenty- 


ſecond day of the ſecond 


month, the earth being ſo well 
dried as to render it ſafe for 


Noah and his family to go 
forth, and ſet their feet again 


upon firm land, direction was 
given for their departure, and 
the liberation of the creatures, 
with an injunction, on their 


joyful return, to be fruitful 


and breed abundantly, to the 
1 


raiſing up a new generation. 
Nor leſs marvellous was 
D 
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the diſplay of the Divine pow- 
er in the manner by which he 
effected the overthrow of the 
world, than in the means pro- 
vided for its reſtorat ion. 
Tur immediate ſenſe of the 
goodneſs as well as the great- 
neſs of God, humbly affected 
Noah and kindling in his ſoul 
a pure flame of devotion, he, 
prior to every other engage- 
ment, erected an altar, and 
taking of thoſe creatures ap- 
pointed for ſacrifice, of which 
deſcription ſeven pairs of each 
kind were preſerved in the 
ark, he offered a burnt offer- 
ing unto the Lord. 
Tux earth purged of its 
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former corruption now yield- 
ed a pleaſant ſmell, and the 
anger of the Lord being ap- 
peaſed, he was gracioully pleaſ- 
ed to declare that he would 
not any more in like manner, 
curſe the ground for man's 
ſake, and that ſo long as the 
earth remained, ſeed- time and 
harveſt, ſummer -and winter, 
heat and cold, day and night 
ſhauld not ceaſe. | 
Tux rainbow alſo was nam- 
ed as a ſign or ſeal of the co- 
venant, which he © who dwell- 
eth on high and inhabiteth e- 
ternity” condeſcended to make 
with the inhabitants of the 
earth for perpetual genera- 
tions, | 
D 2 
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ing an appearance widely dif- 


he at once beheld himſelf in a 
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Tu proſpect now opening 
to obſer vation, is no leſs than 
the commencement of a new 
world, emerging from the re- 


licks of the old one, exhibit- 


ferent to that which preſent- 
ed to the view of A am on 
his firſt entering into exiſtence, 


arden ready planted- to his | 
Ae, and the new formed 
earth, every where teeming 
with rich verdure, 


To ſerve his table, various trees around 
Tender their fruits; and plenteous on the 
ground 
Salubrious herbage, feaſts the browſing 
fleeds, | 4 
Nor lack the feather'd tribes ſupply of 
ſeeds. 
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Mark the ſad change ; where breath'd 


the fragrant plain 
Extends a dreary waſte, nor deck'd with 
ain 
The vales prolifick, nor the mountains brow 
Do vineyards grace, nor luſcious olives 
grow. 


Man now his ſkill in culture muſt apply, 
Nor without labour find the due ſupply, 
Noah obſerves and with aſſiduous care; 
Proceeds a {pot well choſen to prepare, 
Fair to the ſun, and forms the encircling 
mound, | 

To guard from roving beaſts the adopted 
ground, 

Looſens the foil, to purge from noxious 

_ ſteam, 

Catch the ſweet breeze and meliorating 
beam 

Invite the ſlender fibres from the root, 

Sa to collect, and make the branch to ſhoot 

ith * vigour, whence rich cluſters 

riſe, 

Save when repel'd by keen inclement ſkies, 
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By art's nice rules to meaſure the deſign 

In equal rows with diſtance due conſign 

Seletted layers from ancient ſtocks with 
care 

Preſerv d, propitious ſmiles the advancing 

ear, 

And Rb his labour; the neQanous 
juice, 

In copious ſtreams his liberal vines pro- 
duce 

Sweet to the taſte enlivening to the oul; 

He fears no poiſon in the enchanting bowl, 

Indulges freely till the inflaming wine 

His brain o'ercharges, and bereaves his 
mind 

Of reaſon's aid, when Ham his ſecond ſon, 

His tent approaching marks the miſchief 


©, 

Obſerves hus father in diſgraceful plight, 
And calls his brethren to behold the ſight 
But modeſty forbids; a robe they bring 
And from behind them o'er their parent 
| flin 

With 12 awe; and for the pious deed 
When to himſelf reſtor d, the fire decreed 
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By Heavens conſent, a bleſſing on their 
heads, 

And to their ſeed the benedittion ſpreads. 

But to the impious ſon who dar'd reveal 

A parents ſhame, which nature bids con- 
.ceal, 


Is wrath denounc'd and 3 decree 
The curſe is ſeal'd, he ſhall a ſervant be. 


A ſervant of ſervants un- 
to his, brethren.” 

FrxoM theſe four ſolitary 
couples, viz. Noah and his 
wife, and his ſons Shem, Ham, 
and Japhet and their wives 
was the whole world peopled ; 
this being the divine injunc- 
tion, © be ye fruitful and mul- 
tiply and repleniſh the earth, 
there ſtation alſo was aſſigned 
them (as at the beginning) at 
the head of the creation, being 
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laced in dominion over the 
a of the earth ; over the 
fowls of the air, and over the 
fiſhes of the ſea, for theſe be- 
ing formed for exiſtence only 
in the preſent life, were fur- 
niſhed with powers adapted to 
the purpoſes of their reſpec- 
tive wants and enjoyments, 
but man being W . for im- 
mortality was endued with 
the ſuperior faculties of rea- 
ſon and reflection, and there- 
fore inveſted with the reins of 
government, as a delegate of the 
Supreme, whoſe “ throne is eſ- 
tabliſhed in mercy;“ leave al- 
ſo was given them to kill as 
occaſion required any of the 
creatures for their food. 
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A NUMEROUS offspring of 
ſons and daughters rapidly 
riſes around them, and the 
whole earth lying open before 
them, they are not limited to 
particular ſpots, or confined to 
narrow demeſnes for a reſi- 
.dence; but from the ſtron 
G attachment of natural tie 
- red and a preference to a ſocial 
1 life to enjoy the benefit of free 


E 


converſe, and communicate 
their ſeveral obſervations and 
f diſcoveries one to another, and 
d mutually aſſiſt in the execu- 

- tion of new projects and in- 

- ventions, they continued to- 

8 ther in a body; until at 

& 


ength in exploring the neigh- 
bouring country, they G8. 
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ver a plain in the land Shinar, 
offering the united convenien- 
ces of ſituation, and materials 
adapted to the purpoſes of 
building; they readily em- 
brace the invitation and ſet a- 
bout the work with induſtry, 
lay ing out the plan of a city, 
to be compoſed of brick houſes. 
On the art of making bricks 
may be obſerved,that the earth, 
ſuitable for the purpoſe, is dug 
up and piled to an heap, uſu- 
ally the labour of men; after- 
wards certain portions ſeparat- 
ed from the principle pile are 
carefully tempered, being 
moiſtened with water from a 
neighbouring pool. This part 
ol the laborious procels is not 
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unfrequently aſſigned to boys 
and girls, the tattered children 
of the poor workmen, who are 
under the neceſſity of train- 
ing them early to labour for 
their own ſupport, and by gra- 
2 uſe e 0 

irty employment, they per- 
Frakes with ch erfülnef the la- 
bour of the day, treading over 
the heaps of clad again and a- 
gain without ſhoe or ſtocking" 
that no ſtone or pebble (which 
are all to be caſt out) may ef- 
| _ the feeling of the naked 
OOt. | EEE 4d 


ons, care too is requiſite in rang- 
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Here let the children of the rich who feed 
At plenteous tables, and on _ tread, 
Reflect what they enjoy from day to day 
Without their labour, and without their pay. 


Trex commences the more 
{kilful part of the buſineſs; the 
forming, by the aſſiſtance of 
wooden moulds, the brick well 
ſhapen and of regular dimenſi- 


ing them in rows laid hollow 
to the beſt advantage for dry- 
ing, after this by, aid of the 
wheel-barrow, they are con- 
veyed to the kiln and under- 
go the operation of burning, 
this done they are fit for the 
hand of the artificer, and if 
judiciouſly cemented by well 
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tempered mortar may conſti- 
tute a fabrick that will endure 
for ages. There 1s ſomething 
curious in the preparation of 
mortar, a deſcription of which 
may be acceptable to ſuch of 
our readers as have not had 
opportunity of obſerving it. 
The materials proper for the 
purpoſe (of which chalk moſt 
common) are burnt into lime, 
which poſſeſſes this peculiar 
property, that cold water be- 
ing thrown upon it inſtantly 
produces a fiery heat, and 
clouds of thick ſmoke imme- 
diately aſcend from the heap 
which continues for ſome time 
in a ſtate of crackling and com- 


motion, till the fiery quality 
E | 


$ - —_— Fa = n 
* 2 int 0 = 


50 AN EPITOME 


has ſpent itſelf in pulveriſing 
the hard lumps; when more 
water 1s added with ſand and 
other materials, to bring it to 
a proper conſiſtency. 

From this little digreſſion 
let us return to obſerve the 
further procedure of theſe 
new forming citizens. Not 
contented with building a city 
to dwell in and providing for 
their ſocial accommodation, 
they indulge an aſpiring mind, 
imbibe a thirſt for fame, and 
are ambitious of pepetuating 
the glory of their deeds to lateſt 

oſterity; they appear alſo to 
ave had in view: the provid- 
ing a place of refuge in caſe 
of any diſaſter that might at a 
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future period threaten their | 
_ diſperſion. Agreeable to thele | } 
views they projected the raiſ- | } 
ing of a tower whole lofty 
turrets ſhould (ſiguratively 
ſpeaking) reach unto heaven. 
A.STRUCTURE elevated to {| | 
an height correſpondent tothe h 
illuſive ideas of their aſpiring 
"builders, muſt certainly be 
formidable in ſtrength ; muſt 
be reared upon a capacious 
baſe, mult conſequently con- 
tain; within its circumference 
apartments of large . ſpace, *' 
but what, alas! avails the moſt 
ſpacious deſigns upon earth if 
ſtamped with diſpleaſure in 
heaven: they begin the work 
in great confidence, and carry | 
E 2 1 
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it on fora while with avidity, 
but by an unexpected interpo- 
ſition of a ſuperior power, they 
are ballled in their vain projects 
their preſumptuous {homes f 
elfectually fruſtrated, their 
vain purpoſes utterly over- | 
thrown, by a miraculous con- 
fuſion of their language, which 
at once rendered them incapa- 
ble of making themſelves in- 
telligible one to another; the 
maſter could no longer maxe 
himſelf underſtood by his la- 
bour, nor one workman ex- 
preſs his wants to his fellow; 
the clank ing tools were laid by, 
the work ceaſed of neceſſity, 
and in an unfiniſhed ſlate they 
reluctantly left off to build the 
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city which was hence called 
Babel. 

Tuvus, that which (for want 
of truſting to Divine Provi- 
dence) their fears had ſuggeſt- 
ed, was in a manner unthought 
of early brought upon them, 
even their diſperſion one from 
another; divided into parties 
they were ſeparated to remote 
diſtances, to places before un- 
known, by this means it bein 
not inconſiſtent with the Ka 
dom of Providence, to brin 
good out of evil, the worl 
became more generally and 
more expeditiouſly peopled 
than their former compact 
manner of living would have 


effected. 
E 3 
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Tuts wonderful event ap- 
pears to have taken place m 
the ſecond century after the 
flood, and at leaſt two centu- 
ries before the deceaſe of their 
venerable predeceſſor Noah, 
whoſe life was extended to the 
length of 930 years and was 
marked with the moſt extraor- 
dinary . occurrences unfolded 
in hiſtory. _ | 
Tux various languages now 
eſtabliſhed in the different 
tribes of the poor wanderers, 
were denominated after the 
names of the reſpective dil- 
tricts or countries of their fu- 
ture reſidence as Arabic from 
Arabia, the Syriae from Aſſy- 
ria or from the principal man 


OF SACRED HISTORY. 55 


ofthe tribe, as the Hebrew from 
Eber, the peculiar language 
of the pinion? c hiſtory inthe 
next place claims our attention. 
ABRAHAM forming one of 
the moſt principal characters 
of this extraordinary people, 
is firſt to be introduced. 
He was deſcended after 
many ſucceſſive generations 
from Shem, Noah's firſt ſon; 
for his ſingular piety and faith- 
fulneſs to God, he was diſtin- 
guiſhed in a peculiar manner; 
in the fore part of his life he 
reſided at Ur, in the country 
of Chaldee, the place of his 
nativity; but after he marr1- 
ed he removed to a place call- 
ed Haran: at the age of ſe- 
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venty five years he received a 
call from Heaven to ſeparate 
himſelf from his kindred who it 
ſeems were departed from the 
worſhip of the true God and | 
degenerated into idolatry, and 
to go forth into a ſtrange land. 
OBEDIENT to the call, A 
he was encouraged by the fol- 
lowing particular promiſe from 
the Lord, And I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I 
will bleſs thee, and make thy 
name great; and thou ſhalt be 
a bleſſing. And I will bleſs 
them that bleſs thee, and 
curſe them that curſe thee; 
and in thee ſhall all fa- 
milies of the earth be bleſſed.” 
He began his journey takin 
with him Sarah his belove 
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wife, and Lot his brother's fon 
for his compamions ; the ſub- 
ſtance alſo which they had ga- 
thered in Haran, they pru- 
dently concluded to take with 
them, that they might not want 
for ſubſiſtence in the unknown 
way. The various circumſtan- 
ces that occurred in the life of 
this eminent man although 
they afford much entertain- 
ment and inſtruction as they 
ſtand minutely recorded in 
the ſacred pages, are too nu- 
merous, to be particularly no- 
ticed in this little work; but 
to proceed in the line of gene- 
ral obſervation; their ſteps 
were directed to Canaan, where 
they ſafely arrived, and paſſin 


through the Canaanitiſh land 
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which at that time was inha- 
bited, they came to a place 


Moreh, where the Lord ap- 
pearing unto Abraham, pro- 


that land: hereupon in rever- 

| ence to the Lord, whoſe good- 

neſs thus ſignally attended him, 

| he erected an altar; the time 

= however was not come for fix- 

3 | ing his reſidence, but after ſe- 
' 
| 


veral removes in which the 
good preſence of God ſtill at- 
tended him, he again return- 


ed Bethel, and again perform- 
ed his. devotion. Nothing ap- 
8 55 but that Abraham and 

is nephew Lot, had hitherto 


called Shechem, in the plain of 


miſed him the poſſeſſion of 


ed to this place which was call- - 
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continued together on terms 


of mutual attachment and 
friendſhip, but being both 


men of induſtry, gg quick- 
es large 


ly accumulated, beſi 
treaſures of ſilver and gold, 
poſſeſhons of flocks and herds 
in ſuch numbers, that inconve- 
niences attended in reſpect to 
their grazing, and their ſer- 
vants being alſo numerous, 
and ſome of them not of the 
molt peaceable ſpirits, fell into 


ſtrife and contention; ' theſe 


circumſtances being by Abra- 
ham taken into prudent conſi- 
deration, he concluded it need- 


ful to adopt means that might 


prevent the ſpreading of dif. 


lention, and afford them in 
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future better accommodations 
for this laudable purpoſe he 


_ propoſes a ſeparation, which 


Lot not being averſe to, a ſepa- 
ration enſues, without any ap- 
arent diſguſt on either adde. 
ereupon Lot raiſes his camp, 
and removing into the plain of 
2 which he obſerved to 
e richly paſtured and well 
watered, pitched his tent to- 
ward 8 of which city 
he aiterwards became an in- 
habitant. eres 
Tuis city was deſtroyed by 
fire from Heaven, for the abo- 
minations of them that dwell- 
ed therein; and ſuch was the 
merciful goodneſs of God ex- 
tended to this righteous man, 


whoſe ſoul while he reſided a- 


mong them, was daily A 


with the filthineſs their 


converſation, that he was fore - 
warned of its deſtruction, and 


timely made his eſcape. To 
Abraham alſo, his peculiar 
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friend, did the Lord vouch-, | 


ſake to communicate his de- 

ſign of bringing deſtruction” 

5 the city: deeply affect - 
a 


t the mournful intelligence, 
and touched to the heart with 
compaſſion on behalf of the 
few. righteous perſons that 
might paradventure be inter- 
mixed with the miſerable mul- 
titude, in this populous ſeat of 
abomination, Abraham pour- 
ed forth his ſoul in interceſ- 
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fion to the Lord that the Judg- 
ment might be ſuſpended for 
their ſakes ; his pious and fer- 
vent petition aſcended to Hea- 
ven, and obtained a gracious 
attention, and aſſurance was 
here upon given him that if fif- 
ty righteous perſons could be 
found therein, the city ſhould 
be ſaved for the ſakes of thoſe 
fifty. Abraham being thus 

ermitted to plead with the 
Neelie judge, ventured to 
propoſe that in caſe there 
ſhould fail five of that number, 
the city ſhould not be de- 
ſtroyed: this propoſition like 
the former was in graci- 
ous condeſcenſion aſſented to. 
Thus encouraged, Abraham 
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continued his ſuit for pardon 
on condition that, forty, and 


| E abating of the num- 


er to thirty, to twenty, and 
then, that even if ten only 
might be found, the deſtroy- 
ing angel might be 5 
in mercy to this ſmall number 


to ſtay his hand; the terms 


were readily acceded to, but 
when upon an impartial ſcru- 
tiny, not ten righteous. perſons 
could be found to exiſt among 
them, the juſt judgments of an 
offended God were poured 
forth from heaven in ſtreams 
of burning brimſtone, to the 
utter deſtruction of Sodom 
and its neighbouring city Go- 
morrah, _ 
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From the recital of this 
melancholy cataſtrophe, too 
gloomy to dwell on, let us re- 
vert to an antecedent period, 
to remark a prior event which 
we had like to have loſt fight | 
of: let us inveſtigate the riſe } 
of war. Turning back a lit- } 
tle the page of hiſtory, we are 
reſented with a ſcene of hoſ- 
| tility of which this is the firſt 
| inſtance occuring in record, an 
action no leſs formidable than 
the engagement of four kings 
ll F d | 
the populous inhabitants of | 
nine contiguous kingdoms, ril- 
ing up in arms, prompted ſo 
far, as we are able to diſcover, * 
neither by private animoſity 
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or inbred hatred, but at the in- 
ſtigation of their kings, in- 
Ted in furious and Bloody 
contention; for when, kings 
buarrel, be the cauſe juſt or 
unjuſt, ſubjects are compel} 
led to fight their battles, hence | 
multitudes of men in ſucceed- 


ing ages have been brought to | 


a premature death, countries 


wearing the face of peace and 


plenty ſuddenly overſpread | 
with {laughter and devaſtation, | 
wives made widows, and 
children fatherleſs, and the | 
earth polluted with blood. 
ay, the complicated evil 

to its ſource, we find it arif< | 


ing out of oppreſſion, ever ob- 
noxious to man, and offenſive 
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in the ſight of Heaven. The 
deſpotic the tyrannic Chedor- 
lomer kingof Elom,not content 
ed with oppreſſing his own ſub- 
jects, — 75 arbitrary exactions 
upon, and extorted unmerited 
ſervices from five kings his 
neighbouring contemporaries, 
too feeble to withſtand his 
uſurpations: twelve long years 
they reluctantly ſubmitted to 
the galling yoke, in the thir- 
teenth year, patience expiring 
underaccumulating grievances, 
they conſpired a rebellion, 
probably propoſing at 'firſt no- 
thing more by a diſcloſure of 
their ſeveral ſufferings under 


obtain alleviation by participat- 
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ing one with another; the iſ- 
ſue however of their plain- 


tive communicat.ons, was an 


unanimous reſolution to ex- 
tricate themſelves from the in- 
creaſing burden: for this pur- 

oſe they combined their re- 
| ective forces and prepared 
15 reſiſtance. Chedorlaomer 
on the other hand not thinkin 
himſelf, though a powerfu 
monarch, of competent ſtrength 
to engage ſuch a formidable 
five- fold army, attached three 
other kings to his intereſt, and 
with their aſſiſtance determin- 
ed to reduce the rebel powers 
to their wonted obedience. 

Is what manner either par- 


ty diſciplined their young 


* 1 ä a Tp K — * b 


Ry 


68 AN EPITOME 


troops, hitherto unpractiſed in 


wielding the weapons of war, 
or with what arms they ac- 
coutred their ſoldiers, the ſa- 
cred hiſtorian deemed not 
ſufficiently intereſting to tranſ- 
mit to poſterity, 
Ix a valley, abounding with 
ſlime pats called Siddim, opens | 
the ſcene of action, here the 
oppoling armies, furious for 
conqueſt, met and pets bat- 
tle; victory in the firſt engage - 
ment flattering the four BY 
ſoon put them in poſſeſſion of 
the field, the diſconcerted 
army making a precipitate re- 
treat, fell many of them among 
the ſlime pits and became an 
eaſy capture, ſuch of them as 
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eſcaped with life being made 


priſoners ; their cities alſo 


were plundered, and their 
goods carried away in tri- 
umph ; but mark the uncer- 
tainty of war! very different 
was the fate of Chedorlaomer 
in a ſubſequent engagement ; 
elated with temporary ſucceſs 
he retreated in triumph, enter- 
taining no apprehenſions of an 
after reckoning ; but fortune 
is a fickle favorite, truth only 
15 permanent ; intelligence of 
what had happened quickly 
reaching 1n general terms the 
ear of Abraham, who at that 
time dwelt quietly in a plain 
belonging to Mamre the Amo- 
rite, and in particular that his 
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kinſman Lot was among the 
captives Abraham rouſed with 
indignation againſt the uſurp- 
ers, and his heart glowing with 
a warmth of friendſhip to- 
wards his kinſman peel 
forms a deſign to attempt his 


recovery; to effect this his 


generous intentions, he muſ- 
tered with all expedition his 


confidential ſervants io the | 


number of three hundred and 
eighteen valiant men, born in 
his own houſe, and cloſely at- 
tached to his intereſt, and en- 
gaging three of his friends 
Mamre, Aner, and Eſhcol, to 
accompany him, purſued the 
vain glorious army and over- 
took ; 9h at Dan, and taking 
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advantage of the night came 
upon them undiſcovered and 
not leſs unexpected: exhault- 
ed by their expedition, and un- 
5 for defence, they 


made no very formidable re- 
ſiſtance but haſtily betook 


themſelves to flight, Abraham 


with his freſh forces purſuing 


them unto Hobah, ſituate on 
the left of the celebrated city 


of Damaſcus, and there ob- 
tained a complete victory, re- 
covering not only Lot and. his 


fellow prifoners, but alſo the 


ſpoils that had been carried 
away with them. Chederlag- 
mer and the three confederate 
kings that were with him fall 
ing victims to his revenge. 
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Tyrants beware tho' juſtice travels flow, 
In vain expett to avert the fatal blow. 


ABRAHAM continued his re- 
ſidence in the plain of Mamre 
till he had ſeen the dreadful 
deſtruction 5 Sodom, and 

roſperity attending his upright 
P0608 fc he Vented th J 
wealth in the right line; but 
feeling his ſituation no longer 
comfortable in that unſet- 
tled country he thought pro- 
per to make a removal, and 
travelling toward the ſouth 
pitched his tent and for ſome 
time ſojourned in Gerar the 
principal city of the. Philiſ- 
tines, during his reſidence in 
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During his reſidence in this 
city the joy ful 1 arrived 
for the birth of the promiſed 
heir, to whom agrecable to 
the divine injunction he gave 
the name of Iſaac. 

Bur although Sarah had 
not been a mother, Abraham 
by herentreaty had, fourteen 
years before, been father of 
a ſon, by Hagar, her Egyptian 
handmaid, whom he adopted 
as a {econdary wife, whoſe 
name was called Iſhmael; and 
concerning whom it was pre- 
dicted previous to his birth, 
that he ſhould be a wild man, 
that his hand ſhould be againſt 
every man, and every man's 
hand againſt * No law 
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exiſted in thoſe early ages a- 
gainſt connections of this | 
kind, yet the offspring was | 
conlidered as | inferior 
rank, and gave place accord- 
ingly to the —_— of the 
firſt marriage; but ſo ma- 
ny years clapling after Iſh- 
mael was born, before Sarah # 
brought forth her fon Iſaac, 
Hagar buoyed herlelf up 
with the preſumption that 
Iſhmael would be Abraham's | 
heir, and was alſo imprudent 
enough to inculcate ideas of 
erſonal conſequence corre- | 
ont to that miſtaken ap- 
prehenſion, into the tender 
mind of her ſon, a vanity 
very congenial to young 
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minds; and valuing herſelf al- 
ſo upon her preferment and 
fertility, her barren miſtreſs 
was treated with inſolent con- 
tempt. Sarah, poor woman, 
laying the matter to heart, 
made {orrowful complaint to 
her huſband, upbraiding him 
as the inſtrument of her at- 
fliction: Abraham was now 
brought into a great ſtrait, un- 
willing to treat Hagar un- 
| kindly, and not leſs ſo to ſup- 
rt her in unbecoming be- 
aviour to her miſtreſs; but 
taking the caſe into conſider- 
ation, hit upon the prudent 
expedient of leaving the mat- 
ter to Sarah's diſcretion to act 
towards Hagar as ſhe might 
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think proper. Sarah hereup— 
on 8 her with ſuch ſeve— 
rity, that Hagar ſo far reſent- 
ed it as to abſcond from her 
tervice, and not knowing 
where to find ſhelter, wander- 
ed into a wildernefs, bemoan- 
ing her hapleſs ſituation. Here 
the, poor deſolate ſervant ! was 
kindly viſited by an angel, for 
the Lord, {low to anger and of 


great kindneſs, not only com- 


miſerated her condition, but 
allo reſpected her for the ſake 
of his ſoichful Abraham. By 


this heavenly meſlenger ſhe 


was firſt inſtructed in her duty 
to return in a ſubmiſſive man- 
ner to her miſtrels, and then 


informed for her conlolation, 
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not only that ſhe was with 
child, but alſo that her oft- 
ſpring ſhould ſo increaſe as 
not to be numbered for mul- 
titude, and that her ſon Iſh- 
mael, though deſtined to an 
unſettled and unquiet manner 
of living, ſhould at. length 
cloſe his life in the preſence of 
his brethren. 

HAAR complying with the 
angel's direction returned and 
was reinſtated in the family; 
Sarah, not inexorable in her 
nature, though ſuſceptible of 
anger upon provocation, for- 
giving her upon her humble 
ſubmiſſion, but forgetting af- 


ter a time of kind treatment, 


or otherwiſe not properly re- 
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garding the heavenly moni- 
tions, her hau htineſs of tem- 
per prompted her again to 
aſſume an unbecoming carri- 
age, encouraging her ſon Iſh- 
mael alſo to inſult Iſaac with 
mockery, and this not in ſo 
private a manner as to eſcape 
the jealous eye of his fond 
mother, which not failing to 
excite reſentment, procured 
Hagar a final baniſhment, who | 
faking her fon Iſhmae; atong ! 
with her, wandered a fecond | 
time into the wildernels. 
SARAH, not deigning topre- 
ſent her complaints to Abra- 
ham as before, to excite his 
compaſſion, and engage him 
by mild meaſures to redreſs 
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her reiterated grievances, but 
B on the authority he 

ad inveſted her with for 
peace ſake on a former occa- 
ſion, arbitrarily demands the 
expulſion, not only of Hagar 
but alſo of Iſhmael, contemp- 
tuouſly exclaiming © caſt out 
the bond woman and her ſon ; 
tor he ſhall not be heir with 
my ſon, even with Iſaac.“ 
Deeply muſt the ſenſibility of 
a tender father be touched 


| with the idea of diſcarding a 


ſon; a cloſe pinch indeed up- 
on poor Abraham. But the 
Supreme Diſpoſer of events 
having a ſecret purpoſe of 
good in permitting this exer- 
ciſe to befal him, directs him 
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to hearken to the importunity 
of his wiſe, and to encourage 
him to ſupport his aflliction 
with ſortitude, gave him a 
gracious aſſurance that for his 
ſake, whom for his faithful- 
neſs, he had choſen to be the 
father of his peculiar people, 


he would regard with — 


dential care the abandoned 


Iſhmael: and moreover, multi- 


ply him into a numerous peo- 
ple: but notwithſtanding this, 
informed Abrahamat the ſame 
time, that his - deſcendants 
ſhould be reckoned from Iſaac 
the ſeed of promiſe. Thus 


induced to a, compliance, in 


violation of the ties of nature; 
the good man humanely pro- 
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viding for their temporary 
ſubſiſtance, furniſhed them 
with a portion of bread and a 
bottle of water, and diſmiſſed 
them; (money if he had given 
them ever ſo much) would 
have been uſeleſs to them in 
the uninhabited wilderneſs, 
to which Hagar again direct- 
ed her ſorrowful footſteps. 
Nor long had ſhe traverſed 
the rugged paths of the in- 
hoſpitable wilderneſs, before 
ſhe found the bottle of water 
exhauſted, and ſaw no proſpect 
of obtaining a freſh ſupply 
without which both ſhe and 
her ſon muſt incvitably periſh 


with thirſt, 
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Here, tender reader! pauſe, and ſym- 
pathize, 

The ſcene's affecting, let refleſtion ile; 

Th' Egyptian damſel in the humble 
ſphere 

Ot menial ſerv itude, ſhall firſt appear; 

With fix'd attention on her miſtreſe, 
ſtands, 

The ons handmaid to receive com- 
mands ; 

Then with a ready hand and willing 
mind, 

Applies to execute the work aſſign'd; 

Her various duties the performs with 
case, 

Diſp-s'd to ſerve and ſtudious how to 
pleaſe; 

Not prone to fret, or deem her ſtation 
hard; 

Such kindly carriage meets a kind re- 
gard; 

Thus growing into favor more, and more, 

Her ſervice render dlighter than before, 

Lefs drudg'ry now enforc' d, to Bifcom. 

ole 

Her dreſs and mien, ſhe more accom« 

pliſh'd grows, 
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Smart in her perſon, in apparel trim, 
Aud every thing ayouthful heart to win, 


Ah! had ſome honeſt ſwain the maid 
careſs'd, 
Her favor won, and all her charms poſ- 
leſs'd, 
Ere ſhe had known a married maſter's 
bed, 
In ruſtic ſtyle a happicr life ſhe'd led. 


Advanc'd from ſervitude to half a 
wite, 
She ſhar'd a while, a higher rank in life; 
Her fellow-ſervants envy her advance, 
See miſtreſs Hagar in the parlour 
dance; 
* A lady now forſooth! with upſtart 
ride 
She plumes herſelf on being made a 
bride, 
* Aſſumes a haughty air, and thinks it 
mean 
„With low domeſtics to be rank'd, or 
ſeen.“ 
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„Il never wed,” cries one, * without I 
can, 

« Myſelf alone, enjoy the worthy man.” 

Rivals in matrimony, all maintain 

They'll never have, though virgins they 
remain, ; 

Nor does the muſe the reſolution blame; 

Butmarksthe envy that purſues the dame 

From thoſe beneath her ; who perhaps, 
had fate 

Open'd their way to ſuch a change of 
ate, 

Had not ſo ſcrup'lous been; for females 
frail, 

Oft make reſolves, and to obſerve them 
fail. 

Her miſtreſs on the other hand aſſaults, 

Watches her condu*t to diſcover faults 

For jealouſy had now her mind poſ- 
ſeſs'd 

That ſhe was ſlighited, and her maid ca- 
reſs'd. 

Poor Hagar! though preferr'd, thus meets 
alloy, 

To damp her ſpirits and abate her joy. 


"_ 
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In plenty yet ſhe liv d and rear d her 


on, 

And cheriſh'd hope he wou'd in time 
become 

The heir of Abraham, as of courſe he'd 
claim'd 

Had Sarah in a ſterile late remain'd ; 

But Iſaac's birth beyond the uſual courſe, 

Of nature's efforts, proved a Jlatting 
ſource 

Of diſappointment, yet not cancel'd 
quite, 

Her ſanguine hopes; at leaſt ſhe thonght 
by rig ht, 

That Iſaac muſt with Iſhmael divide 

The plenteous ſubſtance, when their tas 
ther died. 


What muſt their feelings be from af- 
fluence driven, 

Andev'ry refuge, ſave the care of heav'n. 

But heaven regards them with paternal 


{ 
And lends a gracious ear to Iſhmael's 


H 


cry ; 
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Beneath the ſhrub, when expedtation 
fail'd, 

And thoughts of ling' ring death his ſoul 
aſlail'd : 

And when the mother, to avoid the view 

Ot life expiring, trom the ** withdrew, 

Lamenting loudly, hopelels of relief, 

Sends a kind angel to aſſuage her grief: 

The heavenly meſſenger to cheer her 
heart, 

Deigus Iſhmael's future greatneſs to im- 
part; 

With cordial words diretts her trickling 
eye, | 
T' an undiſcover'd well of water nigh; 
Her ſpirits rais'd with joytul ſteps the 

run, 
And with the grateful draught revives 
her lon. 


SUBSISTENCE being now 
providentially provided for 
them, they took up their 
abode in the wilderneſs, and 
the genius of Iſhmael being 
adapted to his deſtiny, he ap- 
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plied himſelf to the art of 


archery, procuring his livin 
in — the help of hb 
bow. 

From the unkind treat- 
ment they had received a- 
mong the Hebrews; it is not 
to be expected that they 
ſhould incline to return to, 
or allociate with them, and 
therefore when time had ri- 
pened the wandering Iſhmael 
to maturity, his mother bein 
herſelf a native of Egypt, _ 
feeling a natural bias in favor 
of her own country, propoſed 
to her ſon, with maternal ſoli- 
citude, that he ſhould take an 
Egyptian to be his wife. Iſh- 
— dutifully complied, mar- 
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ried. and became the father of 
a numerous offspring. 

AxD the Lord was with 
him. 

Wuar befel Hagar in the 
ſucceeding part ofher life we 
find no account of, nor 1s an 
thing further related of Sar 
than the account of her death 

in the one hundred and thirty- 
ſeventh year of her age, and 
her ſubſequent interment in 
a cave in the field of Mach» 
pelah, a piece of ground that 
Abraham purchaſed for a bu- 
rying place, of Ephron the 
Hittite. A ſingular circum- 
ſtance occurs in the hiſtory of 
Abraham, the friend of God, 
in which his faithfulneſs was 
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put to a moſt ſevere trial; he 
was required by the Almigh- 
ty to go with his ſon Iſaac in- 
to the land of Moriah, and 
there, on a certain mountain 
that ſhould be pointed out to 
him, to offer him up as a burnt 
offering: the command, extra- 
ordinary as it was, was couch- 
ed in ſuch terms as leſt no 
room for Abraham, who knew 
it to be the voice of God, to 
reaſon or diſpute againſt it. 
Take now (without any heſi- 
tation) thy ſon, thine only ſon 
Iſaac (notwithſtanding I have 
given thee promiſe that th 

offspring ſhall be great! — 
e whom thou loveſt, 
(though nature may revolt 
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againſt it). © Take now thy 
ſon, thine only ſon Iſaac, whom 
thou loveſt and get thee into 
the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there for a burnt offerin 

on one of the mountains whick 
I will tell thee of.” Abraham, 
whatever were his feelings 
on this inexpreſſibly trying 
occaſion, roſe up early in the 
morning and prepared for his 
ſorrowful journey, his aſs was 
ſaddled and two of his fer- 
vants ordered to attend him; 
and poor Ifaac, unſuſpecting 
any deſign againſt him, went 
with his father. It was the 
third day after they left home 
before they arrived withi 
fight of the appointed plac 
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which was then at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance; on the 
diſcovery of the place, Abra- 
ham, not ſtaggering in his 
ious reſolution of an{wer- 
ing the Divine requiring, to 
prevent any inconvenience 
that might ariſe from his ſer- 
vants going with him to ob- 
ſerve the tragic event, order- 
ed them to abide there while 
he and his fon went to per- 
formtheirdevotion; ſo, taking 
the wood which he had. pre- 
pared for the burning, 'and a 
rtion of fire to kindle it 
with, and a knite for the exe- 
cution, he laid the wood 
on the ſhoulder of the intend- 
ed victim, and as they walked 
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toward the place, Iſaac inno- 
cently obſerved to his father 
that they had got the fire and 
the wood, but queried 
„where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?” to this heart- 
touching queſtion, Abraham 
tenderly replied “ my ſon, 
God will provide himſelf a 
lamb for a burnt offering.” 
Iſaac, ſatisſied with the anſwer 
made no further enquiry. 
»/ ARRIVING at the — 
ſpot, Abraham built an altar, 
laid the wood in order for 
the fire, took Iſaac, his ſon 

jelding himſelf like a lamb 
for the ſacrihce, bound him 
upon the altar, took the knife 


and ſtretched forth his hand 
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juſt ready to give the fatal 
ſtroke; at this critical junc- 
ture he was diverted from 
his purpoſe by a voice from 
heaven, the angel calling him 
expreſsly by name Abra- 
ham, Abraham, and upon 
Abraham's replying Here am 
I, proceeded “ lay not thine 
hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou any thing unto him; for 


God, ſeeing thou haſt not 
withheld thy ſon, thine only 
ſon from me.“ Abraham re- 
verently turning himſelf a- 
bout diſcovered a ram caught 
in a thicket by his horns, and 
conſidering it as a providen- 
tial interpoſition to reſcue his 


now I know that thou feareſt 
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ſon, took the ram as a ſubſti. 
tute, and offered hun for a 
burnt offering. 

The place of this ſolemn 
(run om. Abraham, in com- 
memoration of the ſignal ma- 
nifeſtation of Divine Provi- 
dence, denominated Jehovah- 
jireh, ſignilying, the Lord 
will provide. 

Ap the angel of the Lord 
calling a ſecond time out of 
heaven, informed Abraham 
that his conduct was approv- 
ed of God, and that 25 his 
faithfulneſs, he ſhould be 
blefled indeed, and that his 
offspring throu gh Iſaac, whom 
he had conſented to ſacr ilice, 


ſhould be multiplied like the 
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ſtars of heaven or the ſand 
upon the {ea ſhore, © and thy 
ſeed (ſaid the angel) ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the gates of their enemies, 


and in thy ſeed ſhall all thena- 


tions of the earth be bleſſed.“ 
Great was the concern of 
the good old patriarch, on be- 


half of his beloved ſon, the 


diſtinguiſhed Iſaac, his ap- 


pointed heir and ſucceſſor, 
ordained to be the father of 
a numerous people, diſtin- 
guiſhed by the peculiar favor 
of heaven; anxious for his 


happineſs in his own perſon, 


nor leſs anxious that the good 
purpoſe of the Almighty con- 
cerning him, might not be 
fruſtrated by an unſuitable 
connection in marriage. 
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Being informed that his 
brother Nahor, who had ſet- 
tled in Meſopotamia, had a 
train of deſcendants, child- 
ren and grandchildren, he 
thought it eligible that his 


ſon ſhould make choice of | 
one of his kindred, rather | 


than to take a Canaanitiſh 
female to wife; for Abraham 
at that time, lived at Beerſhe- 
ba in the country of the Ca- 
naanites, which afterwards 
became the poſſeſſion of the 
Ifrachtes. Abraham to put 
the matter in a train of pro- 
cedure, called to him a — 
rite ſervant, one in whom he 
placed the greateſt confi- 
dence, and beſpeaking his 
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5 attention in à particular 
manner, as having to com- 
1 municate to him a mats 
ter of importance; the cere- 
e mony was that of putting 
his hand under his maſter's 
{8 thigh ; and taking a ſolemn 
| oath, ſwearin by the “Lord 
hk the God of x and the 
m God of the earth,“ to go in- 
e. to the land of 1 
a-. to negotiate a marriage con- 
Js tract for his young maſter 
je Iſaac. Dcliberating on the 
at formidable undertaking, the 
0 angina ſervant, querie with 

is maſter, in caſe he ſhould 
ne not be able to ſucceed; when 
f- he came into the country, 
is | (for notwithſtanding nothing 

I 
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ſhould be wanting on his part, 
it might happen that when he 
propoſed the affair to the 
approved damſel, ſhe might 
reject the propoſal) whether 
under theſe circumſtanceshe 
ſhould be deemed culpable. 
By no means! if the woman 
will not follow thee, thou ſhalt 
be exculed from the oath. 
Abraham however, had the 
confidence to allure him, that 
the Lord, whole goodneſs he 
had experienced on man 
former occaſions, and whoſe 
honour he regarded in this 
inſtance, would ſend his an- 
gels before him, to make his 
way proſperous; thus encou- 
raged, the ſervant, conſider- 
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ing the ſtate of his maſter, 
and the importance of the 
expedition, equipped himſelt 
in no mean manner; ten ca- 
mels telected from the plen- 
teous ſtock of his maſter, (the 
whole being at his command) 
and a competent number of 
inferior ſervants, formed his 
retinue; thus in a ſtyle befit- 
ting the ambaſſador of aprince 
as Abraham was, he entered 
upon his journey, and in due 
time arrived at the appoint- 
ed city, halting, before he en- 
tered the gates, at one of the 
ublic watering places to re- 
reſh his camels; the evening 
approaching, the time in 
which the good houſewives 
13 
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and notable damſels were 
accuſtomed to go out to fetch 
water, to ſupply theexigencies 
of the enſuing day; of this 
circumſtance, the truſty ſer- 
vant, intent upon his errand, 
wiſhed to avail himſelf, and 
having, like a pious man, his 
eye to God for a bleſſing, he 
humbly poured forth his pe- 
tition in this ſolemn manner 
O Lord God of my maſter 
Abraham, I pray thee ſend 
me good ſpeed this day, and 
ſhew kindneſs unto my maſ- 
ter Abraham; behold, I ſtand 
here by the well of water; 
and the daughters of the men 
of the city come out to draw 
water: and let it come to paſs 
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that the damſel to whom 1 ſhall 
ſay, let down thy pitcher, I 
pray thee, that I may drink ; 
and ſhe ſhall ſay, drink, and 
I will give thy camels drink 
alſo : let the ſame be ſhe that 
thou haſt appointed for thy 
ſervant Iſaac, and thereby 
ſhall I know that thou haſt 
ſhewed - kindneſs unto my 
maſter :” his prayer was heard 
and acce ted, and the terms 
complied with, after theman- 
ner of his requeſt, affording 
him good encouragement to 
hope for the ſucceſs of his | 
embally : before he had finiſh. 
ed this devout addreſs, the 
identical perſon, the amiable 
damſcl! Rebecca, the daugh- 
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ter of Bethuel the ſon of 
Nahor, Abraham's brother, 
made her appearance, coming 
at that inſtant with her pitch- 
er upon her ſhoulder, after 
the cuſtom of the country to 
draw water; for ſuch was the 
ſimplicity of the -carly ages, 
that even prince's daughters 
eſteemed it no diſparagement, 
no derogation to their ſtation 
to engage in any uſeful em- 
ployment, not inconſiſtent 
with the decency of their ſex. 
The fair virgin quickly 
attracted his notice, and her 
countenance be ſpeak ing good 
nature, he took the liberty to 
approach her, and in a polite 


manner requeſted the favour 
of drinking out of her pitch- 
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er; ſhe no ways offended with 
the freedom, cheerfully com- 
plied with the requeſt, and 
taking the pitcher from her 
ſhoulder, ſuſpended it on her 
hand to accommodate him in 
drinking, and obſerving in 
the ſtranger a reſpectability of 
appearance, ſhe offered with 
the moſt engaging courteſy to 
draw water alſo for all his ca- 
mels, and immediately ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to the labo- 
rious taſk, filled her pitcher, 
emptied it into the trough, 
ran again to the well, and re- 
peated it till ſhe had filled the 


trough; the weary camels, on 


bended knees, with looks full 
| 1 ſenſibility accept- 
ed her bounty, and partook 


WF 
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an ample. refreſhment, the 
man, mean while cloſely oc- 
cupied in obſerving and ru- | 
3 on her extraordina- 
ry conduct: neither did he 
with falſe complaiſance at- 
tempt to reſtrain her; ſor this 
indeed was the very proof he 
required: aſſuring himſelf 
therefore, that ſhe was the 
right perſon to fix on, he aroſe 
and opened his treaſures, and 
ſelected from among theman 
ear- ring, and a pair of brace- 
lets allof gold, and requeſt- 
ing her acceptance of them, 
made bold to aſk her whoſe 
daughterſhe was;unaccuſtom- 
ed to the art of diſhmulation, 
too much practiſed in modern 
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times, ſhe frankly informed 
him, and reſpectfully invited 
him to accept alodging at her 
father's houle, engaging that 
not only himſelf; but hisreti- 
nue alſo, ſhould be provided 
with ſuitable accommodation; 
accepting the generous invi- 
tation, he bowed in reverent 
thankfulneſs to God who had 
thus far made his way profper- 
ous. While the camels were 

etting ney to proceed tothe 

oſpitable place of entertain» 


ment, Rebecca ſteps forward 
to apprize the family, and pre- 
par for the reception ot the 

ranger; with ſatis faction the 
houſhold of her father receive 
the intelligence, and Laban 


105 AN EPITOME 


the brotherof the damſel goes 
forth to meet him, and accoſts 
him with a hearty welcome; 
his unaffected addreſs, import- 
ing a high idea of the piety 
and quality of the unknown 
eſt, come in thou bleſſed 
of the Lord, wherefore ſtand- 
eſt thou without ; for I have 
repared the houſe, and room 
or the camels,” and reſpect- 
fully conducting him in, he 
proceeded to take care of the 
camels, and to order refreſh- 
ment for the ſervants: water 
in veſſels ſuitable to the pur- 
poſe was ſet before them to 
waſh theirfeetaftertheir jour- 
ney, before they regaled them- 
ſelves at table, a decent and 
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not unneceſſary practice, the 
modern method of defending 
the feet being unknown a- 
mong them; ſandals bound 
under the ſoles were a prior 
invention to ſhoes, but perhaps 
had not yet taken place. No 
doubt but a good ſupper, af- 
ter the fatigue of travelling, 
muſt be very acceptable; but 
the faithful -nbafador. more 
intent upon the diſcharge of 
his truſt, more anxious for 
the ſatisfaction of his mind 
than the refreſhment of hisbo- 
dy, or the gratification of his 
appetite,exculed himſelſ from 
eating till he had told his im- 

tant errand; he begins ac- 


cordingly to diſcloſe the pur- 


r 


106 AN EP1TOME 
poſe. of his coming, giving 
firſt by way of prologue a 
deſcription of his maſters 
roſperity and greatneſs : to 
uch near relatives in a diſ- 
tant part of the land, this was 
not an unintereſting intelil- 
gence; he was heard with the 
greateſt attention; thus pre- 
paring the way tor the intro- 
duction of the grand point, he 

roceeded to a circumſtantial 
relation of his commiſſion, 
his interview with Rebecca 
attended with circumftances 
exactly correſponding to the 
terms of the prayer he had 
preferred to the Almighty for 
a ſatisfactory evidence, con- 
cluding with requeſting. an 
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ingenuous anſwer. The bu- 
ſineſs thus fairly related, and 
ſubmitted to their conſidera- 
tion. Bethuel the father, and 
Laban the brother, uniting in 
the ſentiment tha: from indiſ- 
putable evidence the — 
proceeded from the Lord, 
gave their aſſent without heſi- 
tation, neither did the ſolicited 
Rebecca on her part, affected- 
ly pretend a diſinclination to 
change her preſent condition, 
nor could ſhe without that 
duplicity, which her honeſt 
heart was a ſtranger to, ad- 
vance arguments of objec- 
tion, the propoſed connection 
was not only honourable in 


itſelf, but apparently ſtamp- 
K 
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ed with divine approbation. 
Succeeding according to his 
wiſhes and rejoicing on the 
occaſion, the ambaſſador a- 
gain bowed himſelf to the 
earth, and in the overflowings 
of a grateful heart, worſhip- 
ped the Lord. 

Then follows the liberal 
diſtribution of the treaſures 
he had brought with him, firſt 
to Rebecca, preſenting her 
with jewels of ſilver and jew- 
els of gold, and ſome cu- 
rious articles of apparel not 
perhaps common in that 
country, other rarities he pre- 
ſented might be conſidered 
both as tokens of friendſhip, 
and as proofs of Abraham's 
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riches ; the _—_ ſpent in 
entertaining converſation, the 
travellers were conducted not 
unwillingly to their reſpec- 
tive lodgings: the morning 
approaching they were ſtir- 
ing betimes, and the ambaſla- 
dor conſidering the contract 
as accompliſhed, was urgent 
to return with his fair prize; 
the family not approving 
ſuch a haſty departure re- 
ſpectfully propoſed his tar- 
rying a few days; nor was it 
an unreaſonable requeſt, that 
Rebecca might have opportu- 
nity to prepare herſelf for 
the occaſion, and not abrupt- 
ly to depart the country with- 
out taking ye of her ac- 
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quaintance; at the expiration 
of the time propoſed; Rebec- 
ca having made herſelf ready 
for the journey, took her 
leave of the family. received 
their hearty bleſſings, and 
having a maid to attend 
her, put herſelf under the 
protection of the ambaſlado?, 
anddeparted; when they came 
near the concluſion! of their 


journey, Iſaac in the courſe 


of an evening walk, a prac- 
tice he accuſtomed himſelf to 
for meditation after the con- 
cerns of the day, looking the 
way of their coming, diſco- 
vered them at a diſtance, nor 
was he himſelf undiſcovered 


by his intended bride: Re- 
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becca underſtanding on en- 
quiry who it was that was ap- 
roaching'them, ſhe alighted 
m her camel, and agreeable: 
to the cuſtom: of the times, 
modeſtly coveredherſelt with 
her vell. | 
The ambaſſador gave his 
maſter a relation of his jour- 
ney and the circumſtance at- 
tending it, and preſenting him 
with the objed of his ſolici- 
tude, he joy fully conducted 
her not into his own dwelling, 
he was a man of more pru- 
dence than to propoſe it, but 
into the tent of his late mo- 
ther; how long it was before 
they ſolemnized the marriage 
or with what ceremony is un- 
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certain, but ſhe became his 
wife, and the ſatisfaction he 
found in her converſation and 
company, ſoon alleviated the 
forrow he had felt for the loſs 
of his mother. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


